
Military children face 
unique challenges, 

and it would be easy 
to think they’re 

worse off than their 
civilian counterparts. 
but research shows 

military kids are 
exceptional in many 

ways. In fact, they’re 
pretty super.
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For military children, turning 10 is bigger 
than a themed birthday party. It’s when 

they get their military ID card.

Military families know that their 
service member might be killed in 
the line of duty, but they accept 
that risk. they understand the 

values of duty, honor & country. 
The military brat shares the 

mission with their military parent.

Military kids are 
under more 

scrutiny than their 
civilian peers 

because they are 
held to certain 

military codes of 
conduct & rules.

the vast majority of the 1.2 million children of 
service members don’t go to dod schools. But they 

do play sports, join clubs and might even go to 
school in your neighborhood. and There are over 
700,000 national guard and reserve kids who will 

probably never live near a military installation.

Adolescents in 
military families 
tend to take on 
more household 
responsibilities 

during a parent’s 
deployment.

of military children 
attend public 

schools throughout
the United States.

Military brats have lower delin-
quency rates, higher achievement 

scores on standardized tests, 
and higher median IQs than their 

civilian counterparts.

They are more likely to have a 
college degree & possess an 

advanced degree.

Military brats graduate from college 
at a higher rate than civilian

population.

81 percent of adults raised in the 
Army spoke one or more languages 

other than English as children.

loss of a military parent is a 
possibility that constantly hangs 

over military families, a unique 
childhood burden for military 

kids. That takes more than a little 
courage to face every day.

Military kids demonstrate an 
increased level of independence.
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